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1 Introduction 

Promoting Local Innovation (Prolinnova) Kenya joined the Virtual Livelihood Schools of 

Africa (VLS-A) Kenya programme on the 30th August 2012 during a workshop organized 

by IIRR at MayFair hotel. The main point of emphasis was the promotion of livelihood 

sustainability and the ability of the community to bounce back (building resilience). This 

linked very well with Prolinnova Kenya vision of a Kenyan society in which farmer led 

innovations and research in Agriculture and NRM are drivers of sustainable livelihoods. 

During this meeting, PK joined the Innovation development working group and 

developed a proposal for promoting local innovations in Kenya. The main activity was to 

identify and support documentation of 15 best selected innovations from Kenya and 

facilitate local farmer innovators to disseminate their innovations during the East African 

Farmers Innovation Fair (EAFIF) on May 2013.  

VLSA-K’s support to the innovation identification and vetting process was part of their 

grand vision of ensuring that resource poor communities in Kenya have access to 

affordable and professional livelihood support services, skills and knowledge to 

transform their wellbeing in a changing environment.  

This meeting equally opened a networking opportunity for PK and we linked up with 

other organizations like Agri-ProFocus who were very helpful in organizing the fair.  
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The fair coincided with IIRR Global Learning Alliance Workshop on Value Chains and 

Inclusive finance with 22 participants from Asia and Africa. The fair provided a great 

learning opportunity on a systems approach to promote farmer innovations within 

agricultural value chains to the participants who visited the fair on Wednesday the 29th.  

2 PK funded activities by VLSA-Kenya 

2.1  Public awareness of the event and the invitation to submit the nomination.  

An online and print call for 

innovation poster were 

developed and shared 

with  with Prolinnova 

Kenya partners and 

various stakeholders 

including government 

departments, posted on 

websites like 

AgriProFocus and 

Facebook. The print 

copies were distributed 

through the KARI centres.  

 

A total number of 60 

applications were 

received via email, social 

media (mainly Prolinnova 

Facebook and Twitter 

Page) and hand-

delivered. Significant 

costs were incurred when calling for the innovations using these channels. 
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2.2 Screening of Innovations to select 15 innovations to be exhibited  

A two-day participatory workshop was held on 29th and 30th April 2013 at the 

Agricultural Information Center (AIC) with the aim of selecting innovations that would be 

showcased during the Eastern Africa Farmer Innovation Fair (EAFIF) on 28 and 29 May 

2013. The innovation database had a total of 60 innovations from various regions of 

Kenya out of which a list of 28 innovations was developed and 15 innovations were 

finally selected, comprehensively documented in the form of publications (a booklet) 

and video clips and presented in the exhibition (Annex 1 for list of innovations).  

The vetting committee composed of eight people was holistic with representations from 

NGO, Academic and Research (Annex 2 for the list of attendance). There was 

deliberate communication between the vetting committee and the innovators who had 

submitted their applications to clarify on issues that were not clear or details that might 

have not been clearly provided by the applicants. Again, when the committee had 

finalized the selections, calls were made to the successful applicants to inform them 

about the documentation team that was to visit them as well as the need to prepare for 

the Eastern Africa Farmer Innovation Fair (EAFIF). 

2.3 Technical team supporting Innovators and documentation process 

At the conclusion of the vetting and screening workshop, the committee agreed that one 

member of the vetting team would accompany the documentation team during the field 

visits. The purpose was for the innovators to support the documenting team in capturing 

the innovation as discussed and agreed upon by the vetting team. The person was to 

equally use the opportunity to prepare the innovators for the EAFIF. In line with this 

agreement, Juma Nicholas, a communications person from Prolinnova Kenya linked up 

with Agricultural Information Research Centre video unit who where the service 

providers selected to document these innovations (the best 15 innovations) in short 

video clips (annex I for the selected innovations and their locations). 

2.4 Support to Kenya Famer Innovators 

The 15 farmers innovators from Kenya were facilitated with transport, accommodation 

and meals. They stayed in Nairobi for 3 nights and had an opportunity to interact with 



 4 

other farmers from Uganda, Tanzania and Ethiopia during their free time at the hotel. 

They also interacted with other public as the fair was open to the public. They had 

interaction and stood out as resource persons during the panel discussion where farmer 

innovation in depth was discussed.  

 

Simon Musila (right) 

attending to one of the 

participants during the 

EAFIF 

 

 

 

2.5 Outcomes of the Vetting and Screening Process 

Some of the noteworthy outcomes of this process include: 

 The committee was able to professionally vet and screen over 60 innovations, 

select the best 15 innovations for documentation and exhibition at the EAFIF, 

and create a guideline for the documentation team within 2 days. 

 As per the committee’s consensus, Juma Nicholas accompanied the 

documentation team from AIRC and was able to guide this team and prepare all 

the innovators for the EAFIF. As a result, all the selected innovations were 

documented and all the innovators attended the EAFIF. 

 Out of the 15 best innovations selected by the vetting and screening committee, 

two of these innovations were awarded as the overall best male “Greenhouse Do 

it Yourself”  by Gerald Kibugi was from Kenya and best innovation under the 

crops category “Raising Finger Millet in Nurseries” by Simon Musila too was from 

Kenya.  
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(Above): Gerald Kibugi and Simon Musila, respectively, receiving their awards, 

awarded by Milton Lore Chief of Parties Land O’Lakes Kenya Feed the Future 

Innovation Engine (KFIE), looking are Teresiah Ng’ang’a Prolinnova Kenya 

National Coordinator and Amos Thiongo Country Coordinator AgriProFocus. 

 

Gerald Kibugi 

(left), talking to 

Grace Mureithi 

(one of the 

members of the 

vetting and 

screening 

committee) at the 

EAFIF. 

 

2.5 Conclusion 

From the workshop, it is incontrovertibly clear that the support by VLSA-K was very 

important, not just for the success of the vetting and screening meeting, but also for the 
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EAFIF—which largely depended on the selected innovations. It is therefore our hope, as 

Prolinnova Kenya, that we will continue to jointly work together with VLSA-K in our 

future endeavors especially in regards to agricultural innovations, natural resource 

management and research which are key pillars of economic development and the 

fundamental agenda of poverty alleviation. 

Owing to the fact that this was the first vetting and screening process of its 

representative kind and encompassing magnitude organized by Prolinnova Kenya, 

VLSA-K and other partners;  Prolinnova Kenya would like to express its heartfelt 

gratitude for all the support that culminated into a resounding success of the entire 

process. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix I: Selected Innovations 

No. Name of Innovator Title of Innovation 

1.  Martin Kyengo A Homemade Windmill Connected to a 
Solar Power Battery 

2.  Simon Musila Growing of Finger Millet Through Seedlings 

3.  Daniel Kivyuvi Efficient Techniques of Reducing 
Evaporation of Harvested Run-off Water in 
ASALs 

4.  Michael Makuthu Antiaflatoxin and Grain Preservation 
Apparatus 

5.  Christine Kilonzi Sex Predetermination of Chicks 

6.  Elijah Ngahu Mwathi GreenhousePro Mobile App 

7.  De Jakes Olendo Hybrid Beehive 

8.  Joe Ouko (Nyandago Farmers Group) Lofoda Goat Meal 

9.  Musungu Henry (Kala Kala Self-Help 
Group) 

The "Achak" Dairy Meal 

10.  Paul kisiangani Nyongesa (Galaxy 
United Youth Group) 

Micro-algae Spirulina production, 
processing and marketing for improved 
rural livelihoods among smallholder farmers 

11.  Ronald Nyangaka Innovative Fireplace Incubator 

12.  Gerald Kibugi GreenhouseDIY (Greenhouse Do It 
Yourself) 

13.  Michael Kibue Market Access Centre For Reduction Of 
Transaction Costs 

14.  Jack Rware Jack2 Farmer-bred Avocado 

15.  Rahab Githumbi Mixed Rearing of Turkeys and Indigenous 
Chicken 

Appendix II: List of Attendance 

No Name Organization 

1 Grace Mureithi INADES-Formation 

2 Julius Munuve Ministry of Agriculture, Machakos 

3 Rose Kipyego International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) 

4 Makonge Righa World Neighbors 

5 Dr. Geoffrey Kamau KARI Headquarters 

6 Prof. John W. Kimenju University of Nairobi (Kabete Campus) 

7 Teresiah Ng’ang’a Prolinnova Kenya 

8 Juma Nicholas Prolinnova Kenya 

 


